J une 


1590 


Mr. Paul O’Connor 
Gainsville, FL 

Dear Paul: 

Thanks for your help up to now. I hope you got the check 
for Ricks’s set of pictures. 

Did you or any of the Navy men help (or anyone else) 
prepare the body for burial before it left the Medical Center 
(after the Autopsy)? 

Did civilians or others approach the body at any time and 
do anything at all? 

Could anyone have torn open the throat more than it was so 
that it looks something like the large gash we now see in the 
photograph? I n oth er words, making it look like an exit wound, 
or trying to find a bullet. “ " 

Did the doctors probe the knife cuts in the chest? In other 
words, did they know that they penetrated the chest? Drainage 
tubes were inserted there at Parkland. What was said aboout the 
knife cuts? Wouldn’ t they assume at an autopsy what those were 
and why and that they penetrated the pleural lining? 

Were there sutures in the throat wound when the body was 
put into the casket? 

The Washington Post reported in 1966 that a bullet was in 
fact found in the shoulder, and the FBI confirmed this to the 
Post, according to their story. Did you see this? 

At what time did you leave the morgue? How many times? 
Where did you go to the bathroom, if at all? 

In order to get your biography straight, were you in 
homicide investigation,' and if ' so, how long and where? Do you 
have any training in photo analysis? 

Do you think that Lifton might have influenced you in some 
way, and that some part of the historical record may not be 
correct to the extent that he has you saying some things that 
others do not support, or that other evidence does not seem to 
support? The point of this is that you have such important 
medical observation to offer, that your credibility is 
endangered because of the casket story and the body bag. I’m not 
saying that didn’ t happen as you say it did. 



The Militar y D istrict of Vasili ng-ton says_t hat there was in 

f a c t a_decgy anbularice_and a shipp ing__ca.sket used? But was - the 

body in it? Could you have been confused? 

Both Stringer and you at one time or another say that when 
the body arrived the wound in the throat was tear dropped 
shaped, and small, nothing like what we see now. What 
explanation is there for the big gash we see? (before the 
painted-in part of it seeming to extend it even more). 

You said that no pictures were taken after the autopsy 
began. Isn’ t it true that trie picture you sent of the hole in 
the skull looking into the cavity had to have been taken after 
the autopsy began, or did they reflect back the scalp (did 
they?) for that picture before any other part of the autopsy 
began? You are certain (I take it) that no pictures were taken 
generally during the autopsy itself, and during the embalming 
and preparation of the body for burial. This last is most 
important. The issue is whether there were reconstructions of 
the head and that picture of the back of the head then made, or 
whether these are simply forgeries. 

Pictures had to be taken after the chest was opened up. 
There are pictures of the brain, according to the evidence, but 
did you see them taking such pictures? See, its very important 
that you get together with Eeibe — if we could only find him. 
Damn Lift on! 

The FBI report written by Sibert and 0*116111 do not have 
you listed as present to receive the body or assist in getting 
it out of the casket. Are you saying that all this happened 
after the body arrived and you unloaded it? That Sibert and 
O’Neill were not even there yet? 

Were the X— rays taken in another room) and then the body 
was taken into the morgue and photography began? Did Riebe take 
the pictures at Stringer’s direction, or did Stringer take them 
and Riebe assist? The ’’unidentified oblong object” in photos (or 
x-rays?) of the brain — do you know anything about that? 

Well, Paul, this is all I have for now. I would appreciate 
it if you could answer this point by point. It looks as though 
we are going to be able to make a two hour TV special which will 
come closer to the truth than anyone has ever been, and perhaps 
you can be hired as a consultant (if you are interested) and 
help out with this in a big way. But lets get all the details 
straight now. There are so many fine points about that autopsy 
that no— one has ever understood before. 



